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Greetings
Prof. Oded Lowengart, Chairman
It is with great pleasure that I write this greeting to conclude the wonderful  
academic year of 2017/18.   
 
Since its very establishment, the Bengis Center has been part of an academic  
institution, and thus education is an inherent part of our guiding vision. We  
strive to facilitate the presence of entrepreneurship and innovation in  
academia through the inclusion of guest lectures by key players in the high- 
tech industry and the integration of case studies and practical tasks, thereby  
enhancing the interplay between academia and the field .   
 
As for infrastructure, the Center has spearheaded the development of the  
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management's technological hub  
Innovation Gateway  with the support of Intel. The lab is one of the valuable  

tools offered to students, faculty members and the community in promoting  
activities, programs and projects. 
 
These three areas - the integration of applied thinking from the field into  
academia; the establishment of partnerships; and the development of tools  
and resources to be made available to students, faculty members and the  
community - will continue to be significant components of the Center. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Prof. Oded Lowengart 
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Greetings
Yossi Shavit, Director 
This year I stepped into the enormous shoes left behind by Prof. Dafna  
Schwartz as the Director of the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship &  
Innovation. My ambition throughout this academic year was to guide the  
Center to bridge the gap between academia and industry, combining  
programs and events like the Challenge competition, BGU-Smart, several  
hackathons and more. 
 
In addition, the Center expanded its international activity by setting up the  
GO-IN platform, in order to promote collaborative entrepreneurship and  
innovation worldwide. After all, there is an importance and power to  
collaboration between entrepreneurship centers around the world that  
allows for one center to build upon the successes of another center. 
 
Another area that has led to great success in the past year is the  
establishment of communities led by students and faculty members in order  
to promote entrepreneurship in different fields. This initiative drew people  
from a range of interests, from biomedical engineering to data mining. 
 
This was a year of changes and new beginnings for the Bengis Center, but  
with its strong roots and clear vision, I am positive that this successful year  
was the first of many to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Yossi Shavit 
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Greetings
arnold bengis, founder
The Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation of the Guilford Glazer  
Faculty of Business and Management has continually expanded its activities  
over the years and become a recognized leader in entrepreneurship-based  
growth and development. It has made a major contribution to the innovation  
ecosystem of the Negev, for which it has earned an enviable reputation. In 
addition, an inextricable part of the Bengis Center’s activities strengthening  
ties with the community. In so doing, the Center helps define the  
entrepreneurial character of the business sector and economy of Israel,  
especially of the Negev, enhancing its standing as the leading institution of its  
kind in the country. 
 
The pioneer in teaching entrepreneurship skills needed to transform ideas  
into viable ventures and businesses, Bengis Center plays a meaningful role in  
keeping Israel at the forefront of entrepreneurship and innovation. 
 
We are proud that BGU is the first academic institution that has succeeded in  
teaching its students how to convert academic economic theory into practical  
solutions that assist in enriching both themselves and the University. For this,  
BGU enjoys the reputation of being the Start-Up University in the Start-Up  
Nation. 
With nearly two decades of success, we’re looking forward to many more  
years of meaningful growth and achievement. 
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Special Thanks
to Prof. Dafna Schwartz
The first director of the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation,  
Dafna Schwartz, Prof. Emeritus, was an essential force behind the Center’s  
success. She helped envision and establish the Center alongside founder  
Arnold Bengis when she was a professor and researcher at Ben-Gurion  
University of the Negev. The Bengis Center would not be what it is today  
without her years of guidance and leadership, and though she has moved on  
to her next adventure, her impact on the Center will be felt for years to come.  
All of us from the Bengis Center wish to express our sincerest gratitude. 
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Dear Dafna, 
Thanks to you, the Bengis Center is a leading organization of Entrepreneurship &  
Innovation in Ben-Gurion University and the entire Negev region. Dafna, it is an  
honor to thank you for the crucial role you played in establishing our performance  
standards and commitment to excellence. 
 
We know that achievement and progress do not happen by accident.  
Breakthroughs come after years of working hard and trying new ideas. We  
applaud your dedication to the establishment and growth of the Bengis Center. 
The Center owes its success to your guidance, commitment and direction.    
 
From all of us – Thank you! 
 



about
Established in the year 2000, the Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship &  
Innovation at the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management is a  
proactive response to the ever-growing demand to understand the main  
issues faced today in the fields of entrepreneurship & innovation. With great  
vision and foresight by Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, the Center is  
successfully cultivating a spirit of entrepreneurship and innovation in many  
faculties of the university and beyond the gates of BGU.   
 
The Center actively supports a wide range of entrepreneurial and innovative  
practices and serves as an agent that promotes synergy in the innovation  
ecosystem of Beer-Sheva through its unique, diverse, and valuable  
connections with leading institutions from other parts of the world. The  
Center’s work has an impact on the development of Beer-Sheva, the Negev  
region, and the State of Israel as a whole. 
 
We are proud to present the highlights from this year. 
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events
The Bengis Center holds dozens of events every year, such as hackathons,  
workshops, lectures, conferences and more.
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Case Study Bootcamp 

This event took place at the local Bar  
Giyora  and was a celebration of the  
newly-founded partnership between  
the Center and Wize. Participants  
included entrepreneurs, students and  
AI experts and enthusiasts. The meetup  
had two guest speakers, Oleg Brodet  
and Uri Elbayev, who covered the topic,  
Artificial Intelligence (AI): Science or  

Science Fiction?  

Entrepreneurship on the Bar

In cooperation with the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management  
and the Faculty of Engineering Sciences, the Bootcamp served as a fun  
method of screening for the Engineering and Commerce Case Study  
Analysis  course – the first course in Israel to combine engineering and  
management problem-solving. The participants worked individually and in  
teams to solve Intel’s Data Reimagined Challenge, part of an open innovation  
platform in which a different global company presents a challenge each cycle.  
Participants in the course attended lectures by Prof. Stav Rosenzweig, senior  
lecturer in the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management, and  
Prof. Amir Shapira, lecturer in the Department of Mechanical Engineering. 



events
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Startup 101 
A short, 3-session, practical course on the topic of entrepreneurship for  
beginners. Our short course offers a mix of materials for every style of  
learning, weekly mentorship from expert practitioners, and the tools needed  
to create a startup, all in one place. It is designed for emerging business  
leaders and innovators who want a master class in entrepreneurship 



Competitions
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BGU SMART
BGU-SMART is a multi-disciplinary competition, carried out in cooperation  
with the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management, the Faculty of  
Engineering Sciences and the Bengis Center.  The teams of 2-5 students must  
include at least one business student and one engineering student who work  
together to come up with innovative start-up ideas under the theme Smart  
Technologies: Innovation for a Better Life. The competition is designed to  
promote technologies and diverse entrepreneurial teams of students across  
the country. The winners this year were DeepOnco, which received up to  
25,000 NIS to further their idea to revolutionize radiotherapy treatment  
planning. 



Competitions

11

Second Cycle – Intel Israel
Intel’s Data Reimagined  Challenge. As part of a strategical challenge,  
students were asked to utilize Intel’s technologies to use big-data in a way  
that would create massive positive impact on the world. In conjunction with  
this challenge, the Center invited Karin Eibshitz Segal, General Manager of  
Intel Israel Development Center; Prof. Rivka Carmi, President of Ben-Gurion  
University of the Negev; and Prof. Peretz Lavie, President of the Technion to  
participate in a panel discussion in May of Trends, Changes & Organizations:  
The Synergy  led by Prof. Oded Lowengart, Dean of the Guilford Glazer  
Faculty of Business and Management. The Center also welcomed Michal  
Hovav, Strategic Programs Manger of Intel Israel, who gave a lecture called,  
Adapt or Die! The Intel Story.  

 
With over 100 creative ideas submitted and 190 participating students from  
17 different academic institutions, Intel’s was one of the most engaging  
events of the year. 
 



Competitions
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Hackathons
A hackathon is a sprint-like competition that requires participants to come up  
with a solution to a problem relating to a specific topic. The goal of the event  
is to develop a working product before the time is up. 

Hack-BGU
For the second year in a row, the Bengis Center teamed up with the Students’  
Union and the Unit of Academic Development to create a phenomenal  
hackathon event under the theme Innovation and Creativity in Learning and  
Teaching Experience.  With around 200 participants, the 32-hour event ended  
with 28 stunning projects.   
 
The winners of the event were the fantastic MyQBank team, which developed  
a personalized question bank for students to use to help with their studying.   
 



Competitions
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The Challenge

The Bengis Center strives to encourage involvement and participation  
through entrepreneurship-promoting projects. Competitions provide  
opportunities to bring new people into the Center’s activities, empower young  
entrepreneurs and foster new ideas with the power to change the world.  
They offer enticing incentives through prizes and recognition, and provide  
practical experience to participants. 

The Challenge is an open innovation platform, designed to enlist students to  
provide solutions to real-world challenges affecting large organizations. Each  
cycle, a different global company provides a unique opportunity to learn  
about the inner workings of their operations. 

First Cycle - Mercedes Benz
Mercedes Benz’ 100 million  Challenge. Participants were asked to submit an  
idea revolving around the figure 100 million. This could be anything from  
number of customers to likes on Facebook. Around 30 teams, from 12  
academic institution worldwide, submitted their ideas. In mid-February 2018,  
six finalists concluded the first iteration of the challenge with a glamorous  
finale, in which two students from the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and  
Management at Ben-Gurion University won a luxurious trip to Stuttgart,  
Germany and a chance to present their idea to the company’s higher  
management. 



Competitions
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Hack-BGU: Dean's Award
This year we introduced the Deans’ Award  to add to the spirit of  
cooperation. Teams that included a faculty member were eligible to win  
10,000 NIS intended for project implementation. Prof. Oded Lowengart, Dean  
of the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management, Prof. Michal  
Shapira, Dean of the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Prof. Avi Levy, Dean of the  
Faculty of Engineering Sciences, Prof. Harvey (Chaim) Hames, Dean of the  
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, and Prof. Amos Katz, Dean of the  
Faculty of Health Sciences, teamed up to make this award possible. 
 
The first prize was awarded to the BP-Coders team, which created a  
comprehensive platform for both students and faculty to be able to access all  
of their course and exam-related information in one place. 
 
Social Solidarity International Hackathon
Operating under the belief that each and every one of us has the power to  
make a change in the world, this special Hackathon event brought students  
from different countries and cultures together to combine ideas and draw  
inspiration from one another. In cooperation with SKEMA Business School in  
France; the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Institute for Social Leadership;  
and the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management, the Bengis  
Center invited students from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and SKEMA  
Business School to put their heads together and create social engagement  
products that would leave a lasting mark on society. The students overcame  
language barriers and cultural differences to create, together, feasible plans  
to be implemented in large organizations that exercised Corporate Social  
Responsibility (CSR). Some of the ideas included creating an internship  
project for elderly people and matching workers’ skills with projects. In  
addition to the Hackathon, the students participated in a series of lectures  
and Purim activities. 



communities
The Bengis Centers supports the establishments of communities inside and  
outside Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. We believe that strong  
communities are the surest way to guarantee the strengthening of the  
innovation ecosystem in the area. Communities bring together ecosystem  
in uencers, startup communities and industry leaders to collaborate and nd  
new innovative approaches to solve real problems and chart the way forward  
for entrepreneurs. 
 
Our communities create events where one can connect with like-minded  
individuals. Often these connections foster inspiration, friendship,  
partnership and support. Networking is a crucial skill in business and in  
personal life and is the most important aspect of these communities.   
One of the greatest functions of a community of entrepreneurs is to pass on  
the knowledge that has been gathered between its members. At the same  
time, it is a place where one can nd a mentor, and/or become a mentor for  
someone else.   
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communities

DiSCo is a data mining and data science  
community at Ben-Gurion University of the  
Negev, supported by the Bengis Center for  
Entrepreneurship & Innovation. The community  
strives to promote the overall development and  
growth of students and professional enthusiasts  
in Beer-Sheva with interests in areas of data  
mining, data science, and machine learning.  
DiSCo acts as a platform to provide hands-on  
experience in data science, tools and  
techniques, and organizes meetups and  
seminars.  
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dISCO

BGU-DEVS is a technological community that  
provides developers and makers a collaborative  
environment to create new and innovative  
products. The community was established in  
association with Intel and operates out of the  
Innovation Gateway technological hub in the  
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and  
Management. 

bgu-devs



communities

BGU-TH!NK is an elite group of students that comes from diverse fields of  
studying, representing the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in various  
academic competitions. In December, the group placed second in the  
Accenture Israel’s Annual Case Competition with their business strategy for a  
toy company. 
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BGU-TH!NK

BioMed-Tech is a community of students of the Department of Biomedical  
Engineering at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. The community is driven  
by passion for entrepreneurship and love for all things BioMed-Tech with the  
idea of gaining practical experience to complement their degree. The group  
planned numerous events, such as ideation workshops and mini hackathons. 

BioMed-Tech



Resources and Infrastructure
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The Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management Innovation  
Gateway tech hub welcomes interested individuals to an environment of  
creation and novelty, immediately revealing the nature of the university -  
around the clock innovation and entrepreneurship. 
 
The hub, supported by Intel, serves as a gateway for its visitors into the  
innovation ecosystem of Ben-Gurion University and the town of Beer-Sheva  
as a whole. The fully equipped room provides visitors access to the cutting- 
edge technology inside, such as the 3D printer and VR goggles. The hub was  
created specifically to help young, aspiring innovators thrive by  
encouraging experimentation, not demonizing failure, and helping people  
network with other like-minded individuals.   
 
 

Innovation Gateway – Technological Hub



Resources and Infrastructure

19

The Bengis Center and its partners put on over 100 high-level lectures and  
workshops every year. From now on, every lecture will be recorded and  
posted to the Bengis Center YouTube channel. This initiative will not only  
broaden our collective knowledge, but also provide resources for future  
use in academia. As entrepreneurship and innovation become increasingly  
valued components of education, many of the lectures will be used by  
professors of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev as part of their  
coursework or research. The videos will strengthen the Center’s impact 
beyond the people that can attend the event.  

Video Bank

Mentors
The Bengis Center is home to over 50 mentors who volunteer to share their  
experience, insights and connections with aspiring innovators. The mentors  
represent the hi-tech sector in Israel and abroad, they are investors,  
leaders of multinationals, business consultants and experts in technology.  
All leading figures in their respective fields, their cumulative knowledge of  
the industry is second to none and they are an integral part of the services  
provided by the Bengis Center. During the course of the year, about 800  
hours of individual counseling were given to students from various  
programs, primarily as part of the Inno-Negev technology accelerator. 



Inno-Negev Technology  
Accelerator 
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The Inno-Negev technology accelerator is a joint venture of the  
Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation, the Guilford  
Glazer Faculty of Business and Management and BGN  
Technologies (Ben-Gurion University’s technology company).   
 
Now based out of the new Innovation Gateway hub, the Inno- 
Negev technology accelerator provides start-ups and hi-tech  
entrepreneurs with unique support and essential tools that  
ventures need to increase their viability and develop the ability to  
advance.    
 
The ventures targeted have a promising team and a formulated  
idea in the pre-seed and seed stages. They are seeking assistance,  
direction, connections and business support. This cycle 11 teams  
were selected to take part in the unique experience, including six  
teams of researchers from the university. The participants focused  
on a variety of topics, from making it easier for doctors to record  
patient information in emergency rooms to providing feedback to  
entrepreneurs raising capital. 
 
Over the course of the program the selected teams were exposed  
to weekly mentoring days, amounting to dozens of mentoring  
hours, and several practical lectures by experienced professionals  
in the fields of business and technologies.   
 
The third cycle of the Inno-Negev Technology Accelerator was  
made possible by the support of Plus Ventures, the Luzzatto Group  
and Amazon. 
 



Academic Components
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The undergraduate students of the Department of Electrical & Computer  
Engineering in Ben-Gurion University submit, yearly, approximately 100  
senior projects. The projects usually deal with engineering design and  
development, or basic research. A large number of these projects are  
offered and/or supported by Israeli electronics and high-tech industries.  
Consequently, the technologies emerging from the students’ hard work is  
astounding. 
 
In the spirit of strengthening the presence of entrepreneurship and  
innovation in academia and providing students with practical applications  
for their skills, students in their last year of the Department of Electrical &  
Computer Engineering were asked to consider the managerial aspects of  
commercializing the technology they developed for their senior projects.  
The students attended lectures on the topic of entrepreneurship to give  
them the base they needed, and were then asked to submit an executive  
summary and film themselves pitching their idea.   
 
The cooperation between the Bengis Center and the Department of  
Electrical & Computer Engineering was highly appreciated. Following the  
successful execution of the second iteration, the project will be supported  
by Prof. Rivka Carmia, president of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, in  
the upcoming year. 
 

Project with Electrical & Computer  
Engineering 



Academic Components
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This year, three courses integrated entrepreneurship and innovation into  
their curriculum by having their students submit project ideas to The  
Challenge. In addition to the Engineering and Commerce Case Study  
Analysis course that participated in the Case Study Bootcamp, two other  
courses – From Idea to Startup and International Strategy – also  
incorporated The Challenge into their students’ tasks. This high level of  
cooperation between the Bengis Center and academia sets a precedent for  
tying practical applications into academic work in the years to come.  

The Challenge

International MBA
The International MBA Program at the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business  
and Management offers the opportunity to earn an MBA together with an  
impactful work internship experience within one year. The program offers a  
unique concept of internship that focuses on startups instead of  
international corporations, providing students with more hands-on, directly  
relevant experience with new and innovative technology. Furthermore,  
students are paid for their projects, which are supposed to focus on  
strategic aspects and marketing plans, making the student experience  
practical and realistic. 
 
This integrative study program is geared toward international and Israeli  
students seeking MBA degrees with a special emphasis on innovation. A  
student cohort from a variety of personal and academic backgrounds  
enriches the learning experience through a multicultural environment and  
diversification. 
 



International Programs

23

The Global Opportunity Innovation Network (GO-IN)’s vision is to promote  
academic entrepreneurship centers and to assist them in reaching their full  
potential. GO-IN aims to improve the effectiveness of education globally via  
a shared innovation network. The initiative facilitates global networking,  
events, research and exchange programs between entrepreneurship  
centers around the world. 
 
The Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation understands the  
importance and power of collaboration between entrepreneurship centers  
around the world. To enable this cooperation, the center has compiled the  
most comprehensive list of over 450 entrepreneurship centers in Europe  
and North America. 
 

GO-IN: The Global Opportunity Innovation  
Network 

Hosting Delegations
The Bengis Center hosts a number of academic and corporate delegations  
each year, and this number is only growing. While in Israel, the participants  
become exposed to the local national ecosystem, and speci cally to the  
fascinating one here, in the Capital of the Negev, Beer-Sheva. This year 9  
delegations from countries as far away as the USA, UK, France, Canada,  
Japan, India and Australia had the opportunity to hear about the unique set  
of conditions and elements that led this wonderful and ourishing city to  
be named The City of Tomorrow.   



Community Outreach
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In cooperation with the Students’ Union, the Rothschild  
Cube and the Department of Social Involvement, the  
Bengis Center led a conference that will be  
remembered as a unique celebration of social  
entrepreneurship. Under the theme of Tikva Yisraelit  
(Israeli hope), a presidential program to promote the  
unity of Israeli people, the conference offered a  
discussion panel, a conceptual hackathon and 16  
lectures. With topics ranging from multiculturalism to  
consumerism to personal identity, the extensive event  
promoted social solidarity and innovation inside and  
outside Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. 

Socio-Novation

Odyssey Program
This program is operated by the Jusidman Science  
Center for Youth. In this course-like environment, the 
Bengis Team provides a series of lectures and hands- 
on entrepreneurship experiences for juniors in high  
school from all over the Negev region. In the fall  
semester, the team and the students created an actual  
Escape Room, which was then operated like a business.  
Participants in the room had one hour to solve a series  
of puzzles that would allow them to escape  from a  
mad scientist holding them inside. 



Community Outreach
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The Bengis Center hosted principals and managers of the AMIT Network –  
an education network that enables Israel’s youth to realize their potential  
and strengthens Israeli society by educating and nurturing children from  
diverse backgrounds within a framework of academic excellence, Jewish  
values and Zionist ideals.   
 
Leaders from the schools came to learn about the promotion of  
entrepreneurship and innovation in the education sector. They attended  
lectures and worked in teams to come up with creative problem-solving  
techniques, gaining experience that they brought back to their students – 
the entrepreneurs and innovators of tomorrow.   
 

Day of Activities with AMIT Schools
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